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We are disciples of Christ, welcoming everyone to become all God calls us to be in Christ Jesus. Loving, 

serving and growing together, we worship and study scripture to build God’s community. 

 Ministers Week -  Brite Divinity School 
February 6-9, 2012 

Wells Sermon  -   7 pm Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 
Rev. Mike Graves, Professor of Preaching at Saint Paul School of Theology in  

Kansas City, Missouri and Reg. Minister of Preaching for the 
Greater Kansas City CC 

 
Scott Lectures  - 9 & 11 am 

Dr. Namsoon Kang, Professor of World Christianity & Religion at Brite 
 

Davis Workshop in Ministry  -  9 & 10:30 am Wednesday 
Dr. Bruce Epperly, Theologian, Pastor, Author and Leader in Faith Formation 

 
McFadin Lectures  - 9 & 10:30 am Thursday 

Dr. Phyllis Trible, Professor at Wake Forest University Divinity School 
 
 
 

Discipleship Class 2012 
Are you Interested in Confessing Faith and Being Baptized? 

 

  Our Discipleship Class for children and youth will be held during the Sunday School hour each 
Sunday in February and March. Please contact Tom or Christy to let them know of your interest. The 
class is tailored for those mature enough to abstract, but there are no firm age requirements. Most find the 
class appropriate for their children when they are in the fifth or sixth grade or older. Attendance at every 
class session is highly encouraged.  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 
There will be sign-up sheets this Sunday for people wishing to serve with the various departments: Chris-
tian Education, Evangelism, Fellowship, Membership, Outreach, Property, Stewardship and Worship. If 
you are interested in the decision making and planning for any of these departments, there will be an oppor-
tunity immediately following worship to meet the department leaders and learn more about serving with 
one or more of these groups. 



CALENDAR 
REGULAR EVENTS 

Sunday Sunday School 
 Worship 
 Youth Groups 
 Bell Choir 
 Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Wed Chancel Choir 
 
Jan 27- 
 Jan 29 JYF Mid-winter Retreat 
Feb 3- 
 Feb 5 Chi Rho Mid-winter Retreat 
Feb 3 Noon Music 
Feb 4 Men’s Breakfast 
Feb 5 FCC Wear Red Day 
Feb 6- 
 Feb 9 Ministers’ Week at TCU 
Feb 19 Cabinet Meeting 
Feb 21 CWF Meetings 
Feb 22 Ash Wednesday Service 

January 22, 2012 
 

Sunday School     44 
Worship   138 
Needed to meet budget  $5770 
Offering received           $5172 
Difference                     -$  598 

 
The love of God extended 

through our members: 
Priceless. 

FW 1st provides a nursery 
downstairs near the Taylor 
Street entrance for infants 

through  
pre-school-age children. 

 Deadline for newsletter  

articles is Monday  
by noon. 

Please submit articles  
 bbbby e-mail, if possible, or  

in writing. 

WELCOME NEW VISITOR 
Christian Fogle 

 

Tom’s Turn-When the Good Aren’t Good Enough 
 

Clarence the Wise, Clarence Jordan that is, crafty old southern preacher and au-
thor of what you may remember as The Cotton Patch Gospels, was able to put the 
Good News of God in Christ more succinctly than most any twentieth-century 
American. Clarence once said,  

The good news of the resurrection of Jesus is not that we shall 
die and go home to be with him, but that he has risen and comes 
home with us, bringing all his hungry, naked, thirsty, sick, pris-
oner [brothers and sisters] with him. 

 I thought of Clarence when word arrived of the death of Joe Paterno, a 
very, very good man – almost as good a man as he was a football coach. Yet he 
was, after all was said and done, a good man, which is to say he was quite fallible. 
And he was, as recent revelations come to light, fallible in a way that was very, 
very harmful. He, who had over a half-century mentored boys into men, often 
good men, failed in a way that, ironically, allowed the life-long degradation of 
other young men and boys. Paterno was not the perpetrator of the evil of child 
abuse. That was the work of a long-time friend and colleague. Paterno was, how-
ever, in a position to do something about it and didn't, or did too little. He, there-
fore, shares complicity. He forgot Jesus had come home to live with him, bringing 
children. 
 To paraphrase Clarence Jordan, the Jesus victory did not take us away 
from the stuff of this world, it dug us deeper into it. Jesus came back home with 
us, you and me and Joe Paterno, bringing his hurting sisters and brothers along.  
We just can't ignore them.  
 You see, that's the difficult part. We can't ignore them. Of all the difficult 
things we as a society have had to learn about sexual abuse over the last two dec-
ades, perhaps the most difficult to learn is how easy it is to ignore the hurting of 
the victims—the child whose family member assures them that all families relate 
this way, the church-worker who stamps the awful act with the imprimatur of 
God's love, the coach who belittles it as mere play. When the perpetrators are 
plainly and openly mean and nasty individuals, the job of the rest of us when we 
find out is easier. But when the hurting is done by friends, family members, 
“otherwise good” folks, we fall into a huge trap. We rationalize. We make excuses 
for. We test and even attack the veracity of the victim. In short, we ignore those 
hungry, naked, needy, hurting siblings the risen Christ brings along with him into 
our lives.  
 It's a deep and difficult trap, for we also have heard of false accusations. 
The key, though, is an institutional one. The key to protecting and not ignoring is 
procedures and cultural change. A bit of good news on the sexual misconduct 
front came just a day or two before the news of Paterno's death. It was about the 
Boy Scouts. Remember, just a decade ago the Boy Scouts were mired in the worst 
of the child abuse scandals. Now, this recent article said, they are a model for 
safety and healthy relating between children and adults.  
 How'd they do it? Procedures that created a new culture. It was difficult 
to get there at first. I remember lots of grinding of teeth  among Scout leaders I've 
known, but the Scouts developed a new culture where procedures, background 
checks, mandatory training of volunteers, rules circumscribing one-on-one occa-
sions, reporting protocols, and so forth all work together to protect against abuse 
and to protect against the reflex to belittle, brush off, rationalize and ignore reports 
when abuse does take place. Sometimes procedures themselves aren't enough. 
Paterno, reportedly, followed reporting procedures to some minimal degree. But 
he, again reportedly, might have done more to follow up to make sure all the pro-
cedures were being followed by everyone else. And, again, why did he not? Be-
cause the culture was still not changed.  

    



THE CON-DUKE-TOR  
 
 After completing a most successful Advent-
Christmas-Christmastide . . . . our ever faithful “chancel choir” 
has just (Wednesday evening) previewed our 2012 EASTER 
CANTATA! 
 As director, it is my challenge each year to SEARCH 
for the PERFECT musical work to: 
 1. satisfy my choir with music they will: 
        a. enjoy rehearsing 
  b. work as a TEAM to perfect the score 
  c. appreciate the composer/arranger’s 
      interpretations of text and music 
  d. to inspire “YOU” the listener 
  e. enjoy the privilege to HONOR GOD 
      with their talents. 
 2. create a WORSHIP SERVICE for First  
    Christian Church to involve/include: 
  a. choral music with varied styles 
  b. present solo-duet-ensembles 
  c. feature children-youth-narrators- 
      bells 
  d. add drama-actors-staging 
 3. always, yes, always with new material available . . 
  a. read many different new works 
  b. study the “scriptural texts” 
  c. evaluate the composer’s writing for my 
     choir/congregation 
  d. outline enough “rehearsals” for learning 
      and finalizing the ‘WORK” 
  e. “OUTREACH” to our community with a 
      presentation worthy of our “beloved 
      First Christian Church” and reputation of 
     our MUSIC MINISTRY. 
 Yes, I previewed some 80 cantatas . . . brought 7 to 
my home for study and listening CD’s . . . narrowed the 
choices to 3 . . . presented to my choir for their approval . . . 
and ordered scores  -  

T-H-A-N-K-S to a loving supporter who is a 
non-member of FCC but loves “OUR CHOIR” and 

continues her “love offering” for choir music. 
WONDROUS LOVE 

Nicole Oglesby is one of the 
sisters in Haltom High 
School’s “Fiddler on the Roof” 
Jan. 28th, 30th, and 31st at 7 
pm and Jan. 29 at 3 pm. If 
you are interested in reserving 
seats, you may call 817-547-
6126. 

THE INAUGURATION 
Charles Duke and Joe Don Conger are guests of the 
Board of Trustees of Texas Wesleyan University on 
Thursday evening, January 26, 2012, at the Omni Hotel 
for the Black Tie Inaugural Gala for  

FREDERICK G. SLABACK,  
20th  President of Texas Wesleyan University . . . 

with special guest 
Former U. S. Secretary of State 
MADELENE K. ALBRIGHT. 

On Friday morning, January 27, 2012, our Senior Minis-
ter of Music, Charles Duke, will represent his gradua-
tion class of 1953 in the procession and in the  

Investiture Ceremony of  
Frederick G. Slaback  

on the TEXAS WESLEYAN Historic Campus. 

a cantata for Easter 
by Benjamin Harlan 

to be presented 
PALM SUNDAY, 

April 1, 2012 
  Charles Duke 
   Senior Minister of Music 

 

TBA/CWF RETREAT  
MARCH 23-25, 2012 DISCIPLES 
CROSSING ATHENS, TEXAS  
COST IS $80.00  
FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRA-
TION FORMS, CONTACT SUSAN 
WARREN csusanwarren@sbcglobal.net 

Phone: 817-457-3706. Deadline is February 3rd.  

Tom’s Turn [cont.] Hard as the old coach may have 
worked to change the culture of college football, to promote 
education, to promote fairness of competition, and all that, he 
maintained a blind spot about other aspects of the culture 
around him, specifically the opportunities some adults have to 
take advantage of children, and the network of rationaliza-
tions, friendships, personal debts, conspiracies of silence, and 
on and on, that allows abuse to continue. 
 We all do it. Good people are still people—fallible 
people. Yet, hear Clarence Jordan yet again, the resurrection 
clearly means that Jesus has come back home. He's still with 
us. And he's got lots of sisters and brothers, some pretty bro-
ken. These we must not, we cannot, we will not ignore! 
 

 I’ll see you and your guest next Sunday. Bring the 
whole family. Remember to share a ride, to wash your hands 
often, and to share the love of God even if only with a smile. 
To prepare for worship, please read Mk. 1.21-28.  

     
  Peace, 

  Tom 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Tom Plumbley, Senior Minister 

 

Dr. Ted Klein, Associate Minister 
 

Christy Suggs, Director of  
Youth Ministries 

 

Charles E. Duke, 
Senior Minister of Music 

 

Jan Shelton,  Minister of Music  
for Children and Youth 

 

Mary Mason, Director,  
Burnside Handbell Choir 

 

Peggy Grogan, Secretary 
Roberta Williams, Bookkeeper 

 

George Clemons, Custodian 
 

Church Office -- 817/336-7185 
Church Fax -- 817/332-2979 

 

E-mail: ftwfirst@sbcglobal.net 

 

Web Site: fccftw.org 

Sunday Schedule  
January 29,  2012 

 
Elders Meet  9:00 am 
Sunday School  9:30 am 
Cherub Choir               10:00 am 
Youth Chorale                     10:20 am 
Worship                10:50 am   
Choristers                            11:30 am 
Youth Groups                      12:30 pm 
Hand bell Choir      2:30 pm 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  4:00 pm 
 

 
 

 

Serving for 
MORNING WORSHIP 

January 29, 2012 
Senior Minister, Tom Plumbley 

 
Old Testament: Deuteronomy  
  18:15-20 
Psalm:  Psalm 111 
Epistle:  I Corinthians 8:1-13 
The Gospel: Mark 1:21-28 
Sermon Focus:  Ethical treatment of 
humans and other animals 
 
Elder Loaf: Susan Smith 
Elder Cup: Terry Smith 
 
Deacons: Katie Bullin, Ruth Cooper, 
Daniel Choate, Sandy Mason, Wayne 
Mason, Bob Muncy, Charlea Vedder 
 
Communion Preparation & Clean-up:  
Elizabeth Bookwalter 
 

PRIME TIMER ACTIVITY 
At 5:45 pm, Friday the 27th, six of us 

will meet at Luby's on Bridge Street 

for dinner. From there we will carpool 

to the Artisan theater to see "All 

Hands on Deck". At 3 pm Sunday afternoon of the 

29th we have a party of 14 attending "Fiddler on the 

Roof" at Haltom High. Our plans for lunch after wor-

ship are not yet set. Contact Wayne and Emma if you 

would like to join a lunch party, (817) 244-3260.  

 
 
 
 
 

We are working on the 2012 directory. 
Please check your information in the 2011 
directory and let us know of any changes or 
corrections. We hope to send the directory 
for printing by February 6. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL  
All Adult Classes for All Ages 

 
Loyal Fellowship, meets in Chapel on ground floor 
 Study of Acts  
 Teacher: Ted Klein  Contact: Frank Harris 
Round Table Discussion, meets in the Library 
 Study of the Great Courses series on the 
 New Testament 
Seekers, meets in Philathia Room, ground floor 
 Study of “Historical Jerusalem” 
 Contact:  Kristy Keener  
Sojourners, meets in room off Anderson Hall North 
  “Five Practices of Faithful Living” 
 by Robert Schnase 
 Contact: Barbara Batts  
Faith Keepers, meets in  southwest corner room,  
 2nd floor 
 Study of “The Shack” by William P. Young 

***********  

 

Children and Youth 
Preschool, meet in classroom at 9:30, class 9:30-10:00,  
 choir 10:00-10:20 
 Teacher takes children to class-Marsha Stallard 
K - 5th Grades, meet in Disciple Road Temple 9:30 
 Shepherd (Carey Roberts) takes children to class 
 Disciple Road, Rotation model Sunday School 
 Parents pick up children at 10:30 
Junior High - Chi Rho,  Senior High - CYF 
 meet on 2nd floor, Chi Rho Room,  
 Christy Suggs, Teacher 

    
    
    
    

 
 

 
Alberta Atchison Bagley family Linda Blocker 
John Bullin  Daniel & Jennifer Choate  
Fred Cornell  Don & Mary Ann Davis  
Dorothy Frankenfield  Chris Gonzales & family  
Tonya Huggins  Jimmy Johnson Melodi Jones 
Carroll Keen  Wini Klein   
Mary Louise Long Marilyn Millican   
Lois Marie Morrison Marjorie Murphy  
Alexis Nelson  January Parnell Dean Robbins 
Jan Simcox  George Stephens   
Cherilyn Tracey  Jerry Tuttle 
Mattie Lou Westfall Mary Wilcox Margie Wilson 

The unemployed within our congregation 
_____________________________________________________ 

NEW CONCERNS 
Nancy Styles; Luke Davis (Simons family); 

Shirley Logan (Logan/Gray family); Marcus Grogan. 
______________________________________________ 

American Airlines employees  Sukie Bagley 
Bailey   Paxton Baker   
Deborah Besadesky Bob Brower Brian Brown 
Ludy Bush  Jim & Martha Creecy  
Carl  & Selma Cunningham  Kelly Davis 
Scott Dickerson  Linda Filbert Clelia Finch 
Marjorie Gardner Dannie Gilbreath   
Jonathan Godi  Sharon Graham 
Mark Grogan, Jr.  Karen Baker Hailey 
Amanda Hicks   Col. David Hoang  
Fred Huggistone  Harriet Hunt Floyd Hunter 
Floyd Keen  Chris Kowalski David Lee 
David Leshber  Randy Long Marie Lovins 
Lugo family  Megan  Carol Morrison 
Garry Morton  Christopher Omar  
Chris Owens  Charles, Fred & Chris P.  
Fred & Ginger Palumbo Mecca Robbins Carlie Roe 
Jason Russell  Ruth Shipp Simpson family 
Sue Sistrunk   Shannon Skripka Henny Smith 
James Stitsky  Grant Story Miles Suggs 
Crystal Uhyrek  David Wakefield Susan Walker 
Katherine Wilson Alan Young 
 FW1st, for God’s will to be done and not our own 

 

Names will remain on our printed prayer list for two  weeks 

unless we receive an updated request 

FCC Wear Red Day February 5FCC Wear Red Day February 5FCC Wear Red Day February 5FCC Wear Red Day February 5    
On Friday, February 3, 2012, National Wear Red Day®, 
Americans will wear red to show their support for women's 
heart health. This observance promotes the Red Dress sym-
bol and provides an opportunity for everyone to unite in 
The Heart Truth's® life-saving awareness-to-action move-
ment by putting on a favorite red dress, red shirt, red tie, or 
Red Dress Pin. Together, we will continue to urge women 
to protect their hearts, as heart disease is the #1 killer of 
women. 

65th Annual  
Tri Area CMF 
Spring Retreat 

“The Church Has Left the  
Building; Now What?” 

May 18—20, 2012 
 Disciples Crossing Retreat &  

  Conference Center 
  Athens, Texas 
Call the church office for registration forms. 



Joys 
�41—count'em for-tee-one!—good leaders spent their Saturday at the church last weekend. We're proud. And 

we're hopeful. 

???Church Craig's List??????Church Craig's List??????Church Craig's List??????Church Craig's List???    
 

 Do you have it and no longer need it or want it?Do you have it and no longer need it or want it?Do you have it and no longer need it or want it?Do you have it and no longer need it or want it?    
Do you need it and have no idea where you might get it, or how you'll afford it?Do you need it and have no idea where you might get it, or how you'll afford it?Do you need it and have no idea where you might get it, or how you'll afford it?Do you need it and have no idea where you might get it, or how you'll afford it?    
 

  Hmmm! Such issues come through the church office more often than you might think. 
Church staff is most likely to hear of such needs and such over-abundances. But we don't usually 
have the time, the memory, or the motivation to do the legwork to get the two together. Here's a 
great volunteer service opportunity for someone. How about putting together a “Craig's List” for 
the church? Got any energy and skill in that direction?  
 Currently there's a member who's moving from a furnished apartment to an unfurnished 
one. He needs a bed and more. Currently there's someone trying to get rid of a sofa and recliner. 
Examples abound. And if we had this up and running, we're sure we'd be overrun with opportuni-
ties for members to help each other. 
 Call Tom and the church or call the Membership chairs, Jerry and Marlene Tuttle if you'd 
like to help put this together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping an eye on Severe Weather 
 
 
On Sunday, widespread storms hit the Middle Mississippi, Ohio and Tennessee Valleys. Large hail, high straight line winds and 
tornados were reported in Arkansas, Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi and Kentucky.  Likewise, power outages struck Kentucky, 
Arkansas and Tennessee. The storm system is still very significant and could bring on more severe weather in the Mid-Atlantic 
states in the next few days. Severe storms have hit Oregon and Washington, cutting power to thousands, causing flooding and 
forcing people out of their homes. Additionally, communities in the northern U.S. have experienced severe winter weather, creat-
ing need for blankets and hygiene kits when sheltering is required. 
 
Week of Compassion has been monitoring the situation through our partners in Regional Ministry, who are checking in with con-
gregations in affected areas. As of the writing of this update, no weather-based needs connected to Disciples congregations have 
been reported or discovered. We remain vigilant as severe weather is predicted in a number of regions. 
 
We are always grateful for your partnership as we respond to emergency needs as they emerge. Please consider partnering with 
Week of Compassion as we respond when storms, tornadoes and other quick-moving disasters strike. 
 
 



Our Noon Music performer at First Christian 
Church,  on Friday, Feb. 4, is Nicole 
McWilliams, soprano. Nicole is in her fourth 
year as Opera Director at Booker T. Wash-
ington High School for the Visual and Per-
forming Arts in Dallas. She has her Master 
of Music in vocal performance from the 

Manhattan School of Music, studying under Mignon Dunn. 
She received a Bachelor of Music from TCU, studying under 
Richard Estes. Nicole will be accompanied by Brian Bentley. 
Brian holds a Bachelor of Music degree in Piano Performance 
from Oklahoma Baptist University, and Master of Music de-
grees in Choral Conducting and Piano Accompanying from 
Meadows School of the Arts at SMU. He is currently Director 
of Music Ministry for the Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe in Dallas. 
Please join us for this wonderful program, including a light 
lunch, that will fit into your lunch hour. The program will be 
in the sanctuary of the church and free parking for 90 minutes 
is available, if needed, at The Tower garage on Taylor Street., 
between 4th and 5th Streets, just catty-cornered from the 
church. Reservations are not required. 

 

Want interesting discussion 
and good fellowship? 

 

 The Round Table Discussion Class 
is starting the Great Courses series on the 
New Testament.  Why not join us begin-
ning Sunday, February 5 at 9:30am in 
the library.  Each Sunday we will view a 
30-minute DVD and then see where our 
discussion takes us.  This study is focused 
on understanding the New Testament in its 
own historical context.  That’s a different 
approach than we normally take to the 
New Testament so it should be interesting.  
If you are not currently going to a Sunday 
School class, why not consider joining us 
as we start this new study series. 

Leadership Retreat  Observations- Mickey Shelton 
 
 

During this past Saturday (Jan. 21), over 40 of our First Christian leaders came together to ex-
perience a better  understanding of the overlaps of good leadership, vibrant church life and suc-
cess in realizing our church’s mission.  Participating in the retreat from 9:00 AM to 1:30 PM were 
deacons, elders, staff members, trustees and elected officers. 
 
Nancy Vaughan, a professional educator and leadership trainer shared her skills and insights to 
help guide all present.  She explained how others see us as leaders, no matter what specific job 
capacity or responsibility we serve.  Tom Plumbley and other officers collaborated to develop 
printed materials and suggestions to explain the duties of officers and all Church departments: 
Christian Education, Evangelism, Fellowship, Membership, Outreach, Property, Stewardship  
and Worship].  The critical roles of deacons, elders, trustees and officers were highlighted in rela-
tion to the support of our worship experience, education programs, our planning process and the 
spiritual life we seek to help build God’s community. 
 
The retreat prompted a lively exchange of views and opinions about how best to communicate 
and lead in a place that serves the diversity of generations present at First Christian. The chal-
lenges (and the benefits) of crafting church events and fellowship functions in a church which in-
cludes  the Traditional Generation, Boomers, Generation “X” and Generation “Y” was fruitfully 
considered. 
 
In conclusion, the assembled leaders and our retreat presenters – Nancy Vaughan, Tom Plumbley 
and  others  agreed we have made a significant beginning . All agree that leadership is both a 
skill and a commitment to be cultivated and perfected to realize our mission goals. 
Special thanks are in order to Nancy Vaughan, Tom Plumbley,  Susan Braddock and her cheerful 
staff and all of you who contributed to the new perspectives we gained on ourselves as leaders. 


